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January 25, 2012 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

I am writing to convey my concerns about the burden of the Government in my business and my life.  
I embrace about 80% of your agenda that you expressed in last night's SotU address.  I am writing to 
express this message to your administration:  

The law is additive in the United States - it does not diminish - it seems to grow and grow 
without bound.  Every law has a cost - a cost to socialize, write, pass, publish, educate, enforce, 
comply with and audit.  The more laws there are, the higher the social and economic cost of the 
total body of law.  We can cut the cost of government significantly by eliminating laws.   

The total cost I experience to comply with the body of law I am exposed to is about 20% of my 
productive time today and tens of thousands of dollars before adding the cost for taxes and insurance 
for myself and my employees.  If small business is to be encouraged and to thrive, significant 
changes are essential.  In a nutshell, there needs to be less law - and better written law.  The best 
focus for law reform from my vantage point lies in tax law and immigration law.  I would be happy 
to discuss my ideas directly with anyone who has influence.   

I am a small business owner and a homeowner.  My business is a simple cash-based consultancy and 
scientific research firm.  I feel an almost crushing burden to interact with the Government: Federal, 
state, county and city, but mostly Federal.  I spend more than 400 hours of my time every year on the 
job dealing with unproductive government issues such as taxes and visas, and I file a tremendous 
number of forms.  I help my employees file a similarly large number of forms, too.  I retain a 
corporate attorney, an immigration attorney and two specialized CPA's to insure that I have 
everything done correctly - this costs me money that I would rather invest in my business products 
and services!   The total burden of the Government is oppressive.  I loose sleep worrying that I have 
actually done everything that I have an obligation to do, and I wonder what I don't know about that 
will cost me time and money to remedy sometime in the future (or ruin me…).   

Over the years, I have read more than 60,000 pages of tax law and more than 10,000 pages of 
immigration law - some of it twice as it changes over time.  And I wager that I have read more than 
50,000 pages of other law that pertains to my business.  The law is not really easily read.  I am a 
fairly intelligent person, and I cannot read the law and fully understand all of it.  I am confident that 
the majority of the law that affects people in this country is almost unintelligible to the ordinary 
person it pertains to.  How can one be responsible and obey the law if it is not easily read and 
understood – how does a person even know about a new law?  And there is so much law to abide 
by…   
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I maintain separate registrations with US Government through many government departments and 
agencies.  These registrations all take different forms, require sporadic "maintenance", regular 
review and time spent reading activity and bulletins: DHS (E-Verify and USCIS), DOL, DOTr 
(SSA), EFTPS (payroll taxes), FCAA, FCC, FDA, Grants.gov, GSA, NIH, NSF, SBA.  These 
registrations and relationships each have their own lifecycle of activity that demands significant time 
and attention.  There is no common thread or efficiency I can find to consolidate or simplify 
anything in what I do with the Government.  It is tedious, inconsistent, time consuming and terribly 
frustrating.  The only good remark I can make is that the vast majority of Government employees I 
deal with are friendly and professional.   

One example of the burden of Government can be seen in the number of forms filed.  I am an expert 
through experience with the following forms - many of which I am required to regularly file: 

Annual Forms: 
IRS - 940, 1098, 1099 (several), 1040, 1045X, 1120, 1020S, 4952,  Sch's A, B, C, D, E, K1, M, 
Forms W2 & W3 
State of Texas - Franchise Tax Return 

Quarterly Forms: 
IRS - 941, 1040ES 
State of Texas - Sales Tax Report, TWC (State Unemployment) 

Employment Forms: 
DHS - I9; DOL - 9035E, 9089 
State of Texas OAG New Employee Registration 

Immigration Forms: 
USCIS - AR11, I9, I90, I130, I140, I360, I485, I693, I765, N400; and H1, H1B, and H2 visas 

There are just too many forms – too much complexity!  Each form is designed to comply with 
legislation, some of which I have read so that I understand the form better.  Each form requires 
records to collect and maintain, and each form requires time to complete.  Many forms are poorly 
written and confusing.  All in all, I spend an inordinate amount of time competing forms for the 
Government.  And a government employee receives and processes each form I complete! 

Mr. President, I would like to "peel the onion" and help the government identify ways to ease the 
small business burden to interact with the Government and comply with the total body of the law.  I 
am willing to work with anyone you might designate in any capacity that is useful.  I have ideas, and 
I have the experience of my small business since 1993, and I believe that change is essential for the 
future well-being of myself, my business and the country.  I would like to start with tax law and 
immigration law reform.   

Best regards, 

 
Brian Crowe 
President, Talus Atomics Corporation 


